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WHAT

Check for ice dams.

WHEN

When there is snow on the roof and the
temperature is a few degrees below freezing.

WHY

Ice dams will cause a perfectly good roof to
leak. Considerable damage can occur to interior
finishes. Concealed damage also can occur
within exterior walls.

Check for Ice Dams

Some are worse than others, but most winters create conditions that are ideal for
ice dams. Melting snow on the upper portion of the roof refreezes at the bottom.

roof does not melt. Of equal or greater
importance, is the reduction of warm air
escaping from the heated portion of your house,
into the attic. Air leakage past the attic access
hatch, recessed lights, plumbing stacks and
chimneys must be stopped. (There are
companies that specialize in air sealing.)
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Preventing ice dams with ventilation
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HOW

Heat escaping from the house raises the
temperature in the attic. This melts the snow
on the upper portion of the roof. The melted
snow re-freezes when it runs down to the cold
eave area, where there is no heat loss from the
house. Ice builds up at the eaves and traps
subsequent water running down the roof. The
water backs up under the shingles causing
leakage. The best solutions include increasing
attic insulation and ventilation. This will reduce
the temperature in the attic so the snow on the

When re-roofing, a waterproof membrane can
be laid along the lower edge of the roof. This
is called eave protection. It will not stop ice
dams -- but it will prevent the subsequent
leaking.

Eave protection against ice dams
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Ice dams are more common on:

low sloped roofs
e roofs which change slope near the eaves
® roofs with large overhangs (wide soffits)
roofs above heated spaces that extend out
over unheated areas such as porches




